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Thank you Mr. Chair, Mr XIE Honguang.

On behalf of all participants I want to thank the Vice Mayor of Shanghai Mr Yang Xiong, 
who has opened his city to visiting statisticians from all over the world.
For me, the most important is to thank the Commissioner of the National Bureau of Statistics of China, Mr Ma Jiantang for taking the professional responsibility to host this biannual conference, arranged by the International Association of Official Statistics.

It has for me as the president of IAOS been a pleasure to cooperate with the local organising committee and the secretariat.

My first impression of China  was in  August 1995, when the ISI session in 1995 was arranged in Beijing, This was the first  time  I learnt about the high professional standard of NBS.
It was a good decision,  to locate this IAOS meeting in Shanghai,  and I would like to thank Paul Cheung and Brian Pink for starting the process. They are also important people in the history of IAOS as former presidents. In the audience we have also other former presidents of IAOS Denise Lievesley, Jean Louis Bodin and Heli Jeskanen Sundstrøm. (I hope none is forgotten.) 
The most important is that we have gathered so many participants from all continents for three days of professional discussion of official statistics.  I welcome  and salute you all. 

I have to admit that IAOS is not the only international organisation that does arrange international meetings on statistics (official statistics).  Some few words about the scope of IAOS and our meetings.
I will underline that the name is International Association for official statistics. This means that we are  not  only for official statisticians but is open for people that are not themselves working as official statisticians, but are interested as users etc.

When we started the planning of the scientific programme we concentrated on the word   reshaping official statistics and added the phrase Smart Data innovative uses – reshaping official statistics.
Let me first say that the title dose not mean that we feel that official statistics is in a bad shape.  I find that official statistics all over the world in general is increasing its power as a tool for understanding, communication and peaceful decision making.  In this context – in front of a distinguished international audience – it is worth underlining that official statistics really improves international communication in a peaceful way. 
Let me add as a very informal advice that if the  Committee for the Nobel Peace Prize(elected by the  Norwegian Parliament Committee)   one year should be without relevant candidates they could start a discussion about  how international official statistics has contributed to international understanding in a peaceful way.
Official statistics has in my opinion an important role to play. More and more decisions seem to be based on facts extracted from official statistics. The strength of modern official statistics is not a result of statisticians being self confident and satisfied but is a result of a tradition for debate about what we are doing. This is a debate about quality, relevance and methods used in official statistics. IAOS has a role to play in this tradition. There are also other international organisations - but IAOS is unique with its 100 % independent position and professional and scientific scope for a discussion of official statistics.
So instead of continuing with boasting about the success of official statistics let me say some few words about some of the challenges we face.
Some items
Confidence - are we satisfied with how official statistics are met? Do people believe in official statistics? I will say that perhaps to many people like to quote the words said by the US author Mark Twain that the British politician Benjamin Disraeli had said that there are three kinds of lies, lies, dammed lies and statistics.
So perhaps we should agree to stop telling this quotation about lies and statistics. I promise this is the last time I will quote Mark Twain and/or Disraeli. 
We have to work hard to gain confidence. Important element in this strategy will be transparency. We have to fight for independency. We have to use the best scientific methods. To guarantee this we should have high ambitions for the human resource policy in our statistical institutes. We need  to recruit and train the best professional statisticians. I hope that these IAOS seminars have plaid an important role in developing this profession culture for staff in NSIs.  I look forward to future cooperation with the national statistical offices in this human resource strategy.
Internet has been a tremendous efficient and  positive tool for official statistics. It spreads our statistics on an equal basis to many users.  Internet and other means of electronic communication have really helped official statistics in getting in contact with the users.

But also here we have to admit that there are challenges. Internet etc has also given users and media access to information without quality and relevance.  The media world has perhaps developed in some wrong directions. Official statistics has strong competition.  We have to take this unserious media competition serious – even how embarrassing it is. 

I think that step by step we see that users   including politicians build systems for decision making which include the use of official statistics. But I also see that in political debates and not to forget election campaigns – trend showing that the debate and what arguments that are used, are far from facts and official statistics.  If we look to the election campaign in USA - no one will believe that improved use of official statistics will help one of the candidates when the campaign is at its end.

Let me tell you a recent sad example from Norway. As said -  and it is hopefully only a sad  and irrelevant example. The short version of the story is that a young member of our  parliament was brought forward in media after it was made public that her enormous cell phone  bill – paid by the parliament – was caused by intensive use of advice from a fortune teller or wise lady. Her political carrier is over – mostly caused by the size of her phone bill and not caused by the fact that she searched for advice from a wise lady.

We have a job to do together – to convince users that the truth is in official statistics – and it is not told by fortune tellers or cheap opinion polls.  How often do I irritate myself when serious TV channels invite their viewers to send their opinions about important questions  – voting yes or no by sending messages from their cell phone, and the result is discussed as serious statistics.  
Some few more words about challenges.  We see more and more challenges from the extensive globalisation.   We produce country by country national figures for example in national accounts   – we estimate the national product. New trends in globalisation may include elements that will make it difficult to define a relevant concept, representing the national product or the pure national economic activity.  
One of the improvements in official statistics in many countries is linked to improved registers of the statistical units. This means improved control of the statistical populations. The international transactions and mobility may challenge some of these improvements we have gained. Extensive globalisation has to me met by new and smart methods for data collection. 

I mentioned internet and electronic communication as important improvements for official statistics. There are all over the world, examples of electronic traces that may be used as data in our future system for official statistics. In the ISI session in Helsinki a session was organised to discuss this. There is no easy way to use all these electronic traces for official statistics. But there are also examples of success. In Statistics Norway we now have got electronic access to the data bases for bar code prices in some grocery retail chains. This gives us 100% automatic access to an extremely detailed data base of prices. Instead of sending field workers out to the shop to observe the prices the consumer price index is based on these data.

Computers and IT has modernised official statistics and this success has to continue and it is time to take the next step by having higher ambitions for improved quality and efficiency in how we collect data, store and process and disseminate. After we left the main frame machines, we covered our offices with PCs. Now it is time for the next step and this will include more standardisation of processes. This will be efficient – reduced resources - and give improved quality by hopefully more consistent official statistics. It is necessary to have high ambitions for the so called reshaping of official statistics – it should give us double dividend, cheaper and better statistics.

Reshaping is to have high ambitions in  improving  our methods of work and also to take care of the professional and the scientific tradition that is a major part of the tradition of official statistics.
With these words – and with high ambitions - I invite you and welcome you to these three days hard work in this nice city of Shanghai.   
Thank you for listening 
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