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Mr. Olav Ljones,  President of International Association for Official Statistics,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning!

At this October time when Shanghai is offering us the nice autumn weather with  most fresh air and delicate fragrance of osmanthus flowers, we, the representatives and specialists of official statistics from countries all over the world and from International organizations, gather together in Shanghai to share and exchange experiences on official statistics and to look into ways of how to advance official statistics in all countries so as to meet the requirements of social and economic development. This is of great significance to improving statistical quality and giving scope to official statistics. On this occasion, I would like, on behalf of the Chinese government, and in my own name, to extend our warmest congratulations on to the successful opening of the Conference, and our heartfelt welcome to all the representatives and specialists present here.

Accurate official statistics is a solid grounding for understanding the economic and social law of development, improving government governance, promoting sustainable development of a country, and for enhancing mutual understanding and trading across the countries. Perfection of official statistics goes side by side with the improvement of government function on economic and social affairs’ management and growing demand of statistics by the public. It is the official statistics that can display economic performance and development, reveal social evolution and progress. Official statistics are playing an increasing role in economic regulation and control, in social governance, and in international communication and exchange.

The complexity of economic and social development in the world today, coupled with the increasingly deepening economic globalization, and constant coming-up of new issues is a grave challenge to our official statistical efforts. This situation requires us to join hands in living up to the challenge. It is incumbent upon us to do so. It is also a mission of honor.  


The Chinese government has unfailingly attached great importance to official statistics. The People’s Republic of China has made efforts, since the day of its founding, in setting up and perfecting official statistical organization and statistical survey system. Since opening-up, the Chinese government has formulated a series of laws and regulations, and issued a number of acts and documents, all for enhancing and perfecting official statistics. In the last few years, Chinese official statisticians, based on China’s actual conditions and by taking international practice as reference,  have gone further in statistical reform and development in an effort to meet the requirement of building up a socialist market-economy system. China’s official statistics is making great efforts in serving scientific development. The official statistics of China has made great strides forward in becoming a great source of information for governments at all levels, for the public and for international community. It has also made significant contribution to the promotion of opening-up and reform and to the building up of a well-off society in an all-round way.

2008 marks the year of thirtieth anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up. Over the last thirty years, China has witnessed a steady and fast economic development, a remarkable improvement of people’s living standards, a great advancement of overall national strength and, her economic development has all along been a focus of world attention. In this year, China successfully hosted the 29th Olympic Games and Para Olympics, and overcame the impacts brought by negative factors such as the disaster of exceptionally low temperature and sleet in south China, the great-intensity earthquake in Wenchuan of Sichuan Province, the international financial turbulence, and the slowdown of the global economy. National economy continued to keep steady and rapid development, the inflation has put under control in an effective way, and the overall situation of the financial system is stable. 
Presently, China is undergoing a period of decisive importance in its drive to promote modernization. For meeting the goal of building up a well-off society set by 2020 and for the well-being of a people of over 1.3 billion, it is imperative to implement scientific outlook on development, continue macro control, transform mode of development, and optimize economic structure; it is imperative to be persistent in putting people first, improving people’s living standard and social welfare. It is also imperative to promote social harmony, to make effort in finding solutions for outstanding issues and deep-rooted problems in economic and social development. 

To this ends, Chinese official statisticians while shouldering a greater responsibility, enjoy an even better opportunity of development. In adopting UN principles on official statistics, we will strengthen statistics on economic structures, quality and innovation, enhance statistics efforts in areas of sustainable development including resources and environment, and perfect indicator system that can be a reflection of all-round development, perfect our system of national accounts, improve the quality of our statistical surveys, and promote international exchange and cooperation on official statistics. Our aim is to continuously make official statistics more relevant, accurate and authoritative, and enhance capacity of serving economic and social development and the public.

Ladies and Gentlemen！
Statistical exchange and cooperation among countries of the world are conducive to perfection of official statistical system of every country. Over the years, International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS) has vigorously promoted communication and exchange among the official statistical organizations, and between official statistical organizations and data users. In devoting itself to the advancement of official statistics and bringing it into full play, IAOS has made great contribution to the development of official statistics. 

In 1990, the Chinese government successfully hosted IAOS Conference in Beijing. And this IAOS Conference in Shanghai provides, one more time, a platform of communication and exchange for official statisticians and specialists from all countries. The Chinese participants shall take advantage of this opportunity to learn from colleagues coming from all countries their advanced statistical theories, methodologies, technologies and experiences. I sincerely hope representatives and specialists from all countries present at the Conference to be open and frank in presentation, go deep in deliberation, thorough in communication, extensive in exchange, and contribute your intelligence and ability to the perfection and promotion of official statistics undertaking. I believe the Conference will enhance friendship and exchanges between statisticians of all countries, and push forward the development of official statistics of the world over.

Last, I wish the Conference a complete success, and wish you a happy stay in Shanghai.
Thanks.
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