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Modernization in Economic Statistics
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Data Service Centres (DSCs) offer data users a complete range of services.
The DSCs assist data users with:

• Simple and free data requests;
• Technical and methodological questions;
• Complex requests requiring research, extraction and/or customization 

of data from multiple databases.
The DSCs produce:

• Customized tables, reports, analyses and maps;
• Customized statistical capacity building activities for                                          data 

users of all levels of expertise through:
Workshops
Webinars
Newsletters
 Presentations
 Information sessions

The DSC’s are responsible for pro-active Outreach to build:
• Awareness 
• Partnerships 

Modernization at Statistics Canada
Democratizing data - enablers
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Satellite account development
• Regional supply and use tables enable specialized satellite accounts to respond 

quickly to emerging policy needs, recently: 
Natural resources 
Clean technology 
Digital economy 
Legal and illegal cannabis (experimental estimates prior to legalization)  
Infrastructure (assets, stocks and flows, economic impact)

• Timely indicators and human resource characteristics

• Linkage among accounts can increase relevance
• Environmental accounts (e.g. GHGs, sustainable tourism)
• Intersection among topics (e.g. Clean energy) 

Modernization at Statistics Canada
Collaboration with partners 
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Investment in infrastructure
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Communication: Que., Ont.

Fuel and energy: 
N.L., P.E.I., Que., Man., Sask., B.C., Y.T., Nvt.

Housing and community amenities: N.W.T.

Recreation, culture, and religion: N.S.

Transport: 
N.S., N.B., Ont., Sask., Alta., Y.T., N.W.T.

Environmental protection: N.S., Que., Alta.

Strongest growth by function:
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Infrastructure stock
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Per capita net stock, 2017

Canada $25,415

$31,420 

$20,539 
$18,251 

$19,377

$27,558
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Highway and road structures and 
networks

9 provinces/territories

Power distribution networks
Manitoba

Power transmission networks
Newfoundland and Labrador

Schools, colleges, universities and 
other educational buildings

Northwest Territories and Nunavut

Largest asset class:
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Infrastructure Statistics Hub
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Statistics Canada’s Centre for Business Special Projects 
Linkable File Environment (LFE)
• Links business register, corporate tax data, payroll data, export and import register 

and a broad range of available business surveys 

• Facilitates creation of micro datasets on Canadian enterprises

• Enables cross-sectional and longitudinal research, along with targeted policy 
evaluation 

• When combined with program administrative data, enables detailed economic 
study of program outcomes

Modernization at Statistics Canada
Collaboration with partners 
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Statistics Canada’s Centre for 
Business Special Projects 
Linkable Open Data Environment 
(LODE)
• Open microdata: a rapidly expanding 

underutilized source 
• Non sensitive, non personal information on 

buildings, businesses, addresses, property 
values, infrastructure assets, etc. 

• Authoritative sources 
• Released with an open data license that 

encourages its use 
• Harmonized and standardized data sets in 

development at Statistics Canada, to be made 
accessible under open government license

Modernization at Statistics Canada
Collaboration with partners 
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Modernizing access to Statistics Canada’s microdata
Virtual data labs 
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