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1.
Introduction

1.1
The BLS universe file, the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW), completed a four week acceleration of the timing of the data. Over the past several years, a detailed review of processes and data stability led to a series of steps to accelerate data delivery. As a result the national, state and county Personal Income estimates have been improved and/or accelerated. 

1.2
The major initiative is the completion of a longitudinal database providing linked quarterly business records covering the period 1990 to the present. This rich source of new data will be used to explore such economic issues as business birth and death measures, job creation and destruction, business survival studies, and others. Starting in September 2003, BLS began releasing business employment dynamics data series based on the longitudinally linked database. 

2.
NAICS: 
2.1
Historical data is needed by the many users and analysts who rely on the long historical series for modelling and projections. The QCEW program completed the conversion and publication of the historical series from 1990 through the present in September 2004. 

3.
Longitudinal Business Employment Dynamics

3.1
The demand for longitudinal data files is growing as a tool for deepening our understanding of economic events and phenomena. The QCEW program completed the design and loading of a file containing linked records covering the period from 1990 to present. Topics include gross job flows (job creation and destruction, and job reallocation) at varying geographic and industry levels, firm survival studies, effects of changes to the minimum wage, industrial location and clustering, the quantification of the non-profit industry, and economic impact studies such as military base closings or other local events. Researchers can apply to use this file at BLS. 

3.2
New data for each quarter are loaded when review, editing, and linking is complete. There are two pieces of information in the QCEW microdata that allow for matching establishments across quarters. 

4.
Geocoding

4.1
Geocoding is the assignment of precise latitude and longitude coordinates to objects on the surface of the earth. The demand for new data to better understand economic phenomena is being met by the study and development of geocodes for the QCEW program that houses the BLS business register. In just two years, BLS has invested in the development of geocoding for the maximum number of units. Several methods were used, including modifying existing collection forms to improve the physical location addresses, seeking other sources of establishment addresses and recontacting reporters. To date, over 82 percent of units and 91 percent of employment have been geocoded. 
