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1 Introduction
The Statistics Bureau started the development of a database, the “Statistical Frame of Establishments and Enterprises (cited as the SFE hereafter)”, in 1999 in cooperation with the National Statistics Center, and has been operating it since 2002.  This development was based on the Cabinet Decision established in 1999 that the Statistics Bureau should maintain a comprehensive database and ministries and agencies of the government should avoid the situation, by using the database, that the same establishment or enterprise is selected as a sample in many surveys.

2 Status of the Present Database

(1)
Information included in the database

The present database contains the individual records of the latest results of the Establishment and Enterprise Census, the Census of Commerce, the Census of Manufactures, and the Financial Statements of Corporations by Industry.  It also stores records of selection of establishments and enterprises as survey objects in the past, which are accessible to the ministries and agencies of the Central Government for selecting alternative survey objects, through a communication network for the Central Government. 

(2)
Development of the database during 2002-2004

The hardware and the software of the database were updated in September 2004.  This renewal enabled us to process various information more rapidly and to store more volume of data in the database.  New information on enterprises (change in the structure, such as new establishment, merger, takeover, division, move and change in the name) from the results of the 2001 Establishment and Enterprise Census has been added in the database.

3 Issues and Problems

(1)
The use procedures and the methods of providing the latest population information on establishments and enterprises to the ministries and agencies by using the database are under examination. 

(2)
In order to design establishment and enterprise surveys efficiently, support systems for sampling activities by the database are under discussion.

(3)
The methods and the procedures of using administrative records as updating sources are under study.

4 Future Plans

(1)
In order to alleviate the response burden, support systems for “pre-printing” activities are to be considered.

(2)
To be studied are the systems for advanced statistical analyses and processing, such as data linkage with different survey results, the creation of the panel data of enterprises, and the preparation of the frame of enterprise groups.  

(3)
The Establishment and Enterprise Census of Japan, jointly with the Census of Commerce and the Survey on Service Industries, was conducted in June 2004.  The results of the 2004 Establishment and Enterprise Census and the Census of Commerce will be released towards October 2005, and will be stored in the database thereafter. 

(4)
The new plan of the “Economic Census of Japan” is under discussion.
