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Status and updating on the progress of statistical business register 

1.
The statistical Business Register (which is called “FAE” by our Service) is a comprehensive database, which contains information of enterprises and establishments and is maintained by the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC) of Macao SAR. 
2.
It was first developed in 1986 as a database on mainframe computer, with integration of administrative business registers from different sources. The main objectives are to maintain file of economic units for supporting economic census and survey operation, to provide a good quality survey frame from which sample can be selected and population estimates can be produced, and to provide demographic analysis of the population of enterprises and their local units. Currently, all annual and quarterly business surveys conduct by DSEC are using the FAE as the sampling frame.
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3.
The latest economic census was conducted by DSEC in 1998, the updated information of enterprises/establishment was obtained and renewed. Meanwhile, in order to standardize the codification of economic activities in the Business Register, the Macao Economic Activity Classification – CAM Rev.1 was introduced to classify the economic activity of enterprise/establishment. The CAM Rev.1 is a classification defined the economic activity existing in Macao with reference to the ISIC.

4.
The FAE of DSEC contains details on enterprises and their local units in Macao, such as names, address, legal status, date of (creation) registration, date of cessation, number of persons engaged, and the economic activities performing. The FAE includes all legal units participate in different economic activities of Macao within scope of the CAM Rev.1 and are registered in the Finance Services Bureau. However, information concerning those self-employed persons, such as doctors and lawyers, etc. and units of informal sectors are excluded from our database.

5.
The Finance Service is our major source for updating the FAE, and license registration records from others government departments are used as auxiliary information for the major reference of activity code. In addition, the annual and quarterly surveys conducted by DSEC also provide details of the units for the maintenance of the FAE. In general, information obtaining from the surveys prevails over the administrative data, especially in terms of the principal economic activity, address, operating status and stratification variable of the units.

6.
At present, DSEC does not publish any statistic regarding the business demographic of the FAE. However, information is provided to different users such as public organizations, private entities and researchers upon requests and is released either in the format of cross tables or as listing. Recently, there is an increasing demand of business register information from the public for the purpose of statistical analysis and surveys, etc.

Issues and Problems resolved during the past years

7.
The time lag in combining information from the Finance Service Bureau with the existing FAE has been shortened from annual interval to quarterly base.

8.
Improvement in procedures of the updating system has achieved, and all attributes and data are verified before updating the FAE and information is either coming from the administrative records or from our surveys. Since the economic activities of the enterprises, the addresses and number of employees are the major variables for sample stratification of the surveys, much of our attention is given to the quality of these factors.

Issues and plans still remaining unsolved during the past years

9.
The quality of our FAE regarding the variables, in particular, the information on current operational status of the establishments continues to be one of our major concerns.

10.
In fact, around five thousands enterprises listed by the Finance Services Bureau which equivalent to 20% of the FAE units are indicated as active units; nevertheless the business operation status of these units remain uncertain owing the insufficiency of information.

11.
At present we have already initialized a program to improve the mentioned discrepancy by fieldwork verification, which we expect to be accomplished within one year.

12.
In the near future, we plan to reconcile the business operation status for enterprises with the administrative records on Value Added Tax.

Future plans

- To persist in providing good quality survey frame for annual and quarterly surveys;

- To maintain and to improve the information system;

- To develop business demography studies based on Business Register data; and

- To improve the FAE quality management framework, and set up methodology for construction of quality indicators.







